
The connection
between social
media, violence,
and trafficking Online Safety
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Online trafficking via
social media and the

internet

The significant youth presence
on social media platforms

gives traffickers many points of
access to recruit. Where

traffickers would otherwise
have to interact with youth in
person to recruit them, social
media provides easy, discreet,

and consistent access to youth.
Traffickers may exploit youth's

desire for meaningful online
friendships and relationships. 

see something?
Say something!

Report suspected human trafficking by
filling out the report here:

Connect
with us
P.O. Box 3837

Little Rock, AR 72203
(501) 246-3276

www.arkcasa.org

Stay connected.
Check us out

online.
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warning signs of
digital trafficking

Using multiple phones 
Sudden spikes in social
media activity 
Excessively preoccupied
with online image 
Tagged in other people's
photos that depict them
in sexually explicit ways 
Frequently uses tags to
advertise location 
Suddenly deletes,
unfollows, or blocks
friends

MINORS    
ADULTS    

Age at the
time of

trafficking

sex of
victims

Trafficking Statistics

16,999
victims were

identified in 2023

Attachment to social
media can be typical of
youth. Focus on patterns

of use and behaviors
associated with useSEX LABOR SEX &
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Contact via private or public
messages or tag them in photos 
Contact on a dating app 
Advertise jobs 
Provide cell phones for access
to social media 
Pose as a romantic partner,
friend, or job recruiter 
Force potential victims of
trafficking to recruit others 
Use privacy settings to avoid or
prevent notice 

How youth are
recruited


	The connection between social media, violence, and trafficking
	The significant youth presence on social media platforms gives traffickers many points of access to recruit. Where traffickers would otherwise have to interact with youth in person to recruit them, social media provides easy, discreet, and consistent access to youth. Traffickers may exploit youth's desire for meaningful online friendships and relationships.
	see something? Say something!
	Report suspected human trafficking by filling out the report here:


	Connect with us
	P.O. Box 3837 Little Rock, AR 72203 (501) 246-3276 www.arkcasa.org
	Stay connected. Check us out online.
	Online Safety for youth
	Online trafficking via social media and the internet

	Trafficking Statistics

	16,999
	27.5% 72.5%
	17.7% 82.3%
	5572
	1558
	1021

	How youth are recruited
	warning signs of digital trafficking



