
A Note from the Director

Warm regards,

Monie Ballard (Johnson),
Executive Director

Reflecting on the success of our 2nd Annual Sexual Assault
Conference, I feel such pride in the ACASA team. For all of
you who are unaware, the switch from an in-person
conference to a virtual conference happened only about 6-8
weeks before “showtime.” It was stressful! However, the team
pulled together and worked diligently to produce a product
that was like no other conference anyone had attended
before. There is little room for fear and doubt when you know
you are serving a more significant cause. You know what will
benefit others, so the efforts will not go without reward. Our
team moved without fear or doubt (mostly <smile>), and the
reward was great for those efforts. We are all still catching
our breath, but our work continues. As you read through this
quarter’s newsletter, I hope you will see we are here to serve
and support you, our members, and our supporters
continually. 

“Perseverance is not a long race; it is many short races one
after the other…” – Walter Elliot
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2nd Annual Conference
The Second Annual Arkansas Coalition Against Sexual Assault Conference was a great success. The
planning committee and ACASA staff faced lessons in patience, flexibility, and hard work as once again
we had to transition from in-person to virtual. 

Our vision was to provide attendees with not only an engaging learning experience but also one that
would renew their passion for the work that they do every day. The conference began with a live
performance depicting the events that led up to the moment of an assault. The audience was then taken
on a journey through the entire system a survivor goes through to seek justice and were provided with
knowledge and skills for best practices at each stage of the process. And because we know laughter can be
therapeutic there were also moments of humor and silliness sprinkled throughout the days. 

ACASA would like to thank everyone that was involved in making the conference a success and to all of
the attendees, we appreciate all that you do everyday to improve the lives of victims in Arkansas. 
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With a large turnover rate occurring in the field,
the need to provide basic training applications
and new investigator skills has grown
exponentially but has also been tampered down
due to Covid-19. As the Covid numbers begin to
go down, I anticipate a large spike in law
enforcement training in both rural and urban
areas alike. Technical assistance requests have
increased dramatically from law enforcement
agencies as well as from survivors who have
experienced issues with a law enforcement
agency handling their cases. Through this
technical assistance, I have begun the process of
developing new training courses and resources to
assist law enforcement agencies in bettering their
services, response, and investigation processes.

I was able to begin getting new CoSAR teams
started when the Delta Variant hit us hard. Since
that time, I have shifted my focused on assisting
the established CoSAR Teams and continue
communicating and planning with teams that are
still forming.  

Kenny Smith
Law Enforcement Training Director, ACASA
Email: ksmith@arkcasa.org
Phone: (501) 246-3276 Ext 105

Conference

Michelle Cline
Education Coordinator, ACASA
Email: mcline@arkcasa.org 
Phone: (501) 246-3276 Ext 109

The Conference planning committee decided
given the rise in COVID cases leading up to the
conference, to transition to a virtual conference
again this year. Every effort was made to
transition the in-person performance,
production and presentations in a manner by
which the attendees would still have an
engaging experience.

Registration began in June. There were
approximately 160 people registered with 120 in
attendance for the 2 ½ day conference.
Evaluations were very complimentary with most
attendees saying they learned a lot and would be
able to apply the knowledge and skills learned in
there day to day work.



The Prevention program kicked off the 21-22
school year with the G.E.M.S program. This
year’s curriculum focuses on becoming peer
advocates and creating a culture of respect
in communities. The Prevention program
partnered with the Advocacy program to
conduct a Consent 101 webinar for UARK’s
new Greek Life members. Over 200 students
attended.

The ACASA Prevention Program has offered
four live webinars for statewide partners.
We coordinated with Netflix and Consent
contacts to provide training: “Title IX and
Prevention with Fraternities”, “Practice
Saying NO”, “Setting Boundaries”, and
“Creating Consent Culture in Communities”.

The new Preschool curriculum, the Butterfly
Effect, launches with 13 pilot classrooms at
Pikeview Early Childhood Learning Center
in North Little Rock. The curriculum focuses
on building a foundation of consent and
respect.
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Prevention Education

Nikhol Press
Prevention Education Director, ACASA
Email: npress@arkcasa.org
Phone: (501) 246-3276 Ext 108

Anti-Human Trafficking

Background of Organization
Resources in the area
General Knowledge and Training
Client population
Service delivery
Barriers to service
Screening tools
Refer to other agencies/organizations
Final comments and questions/interest in
focus groups, etc.

The first meeting of a state-wide human
trafficking advisory council meeting was
conducted by ACASA. A test survey will be
conducted, and final distribution will be
initiated by end of year 2021 with the
assistance of Kenda Grover from the
University of Arkansas College of Education
and Health Professions Department. The
needs assessment survey instrument will focus
on some of the following areas from the
service provider: 

Shannon Holman
Anti-Human Trafficking Director, ACASA
Email: jsholman@arkcasa.org
Phone: (501) 246-3276 Ext 106



Live Webinars
If you haven't been participating in the amazing live webinars ACASA has been hosting over
the past year, you have been missing out! Presenters from across the United States have
joined us to share their wealth of knowledge and passion for victim services. Login to your
Coalition Manager to see the recordings and be on the lookout for upcoming training
opportunities. Check out some of the most recent webinars below 
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STAY CONNECTED. CHECK US OUT ONLINE. Use a smartphone to scan the QR Codes

Visit our 
website for 
resources and
new training

Keep up to 
date with our
Prevention 
Education 
Program

To see 
organization 
updates and 
current news


